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LATE AUTUMN 2009 NEWSLETTER

FROM THE U.K.'s LARGEST SUPPLIER OF VIOLIN FAMILY PRODUCTS
5/11/2009
As | write, | am minded to think that on this day in 160®&ain Mr G. Fawkes intended to end the life of
King James %in a rather dastardly manner. The fact that he faileens that this country obviously took a
different path to the one he had planned. Whether hisvpdauld have meant that his version of 2009 would
have found that we were not in the recession thatomefind ourselves in, or not, is of course a moot point,
but obviously things would have been very different. Wouwdhave had the Victorian Era which showed
the world a very inventive U.K. and of course the IndusR&Wolution? | guess not as Queen Victoria
would not have acceded to the throne. Would we be usingutens, or would they even have been inve
and horror of horrors would there be a World Wide Wela new phonetic spelling system to make keying
in easier? Well the lasine | find incomprehensible, can anyone tell me wh@i_’Lmeans? | know that | a
a bit of a luddite, but this just goes way over my heatill think a telephone is for making calls on my way
of an audible communication system, | have yet tiookat out texting let alone half of what the little gtia
device in my pocket is capable of doing. Anyway | am forteitlaét | am in an industry that is traditional,
and to some extent we see little in the way of charagggugh not the same with innovations. We see
plenty of them. The Chinese way of working has completeanged the way that quality instruments and
bows are made. Whilst historically (well say 20years ago) the Chinese instruments were not a bywc
quality, rather the opposite | have to say, no onedcsay that now. The consternation in Cremona every
year when the Chinese makers take the top prizes thesseen to be believed. One of our Luthiers when
setting up an instrument stated that there was no polmin making instruments now, as the instruments
that he was seeing from China now were amazingly goodyréaetl well below what he could make them
for, and that is even if he could get hold of the qualitgaturally air dried timber that the quality Chinese
instruments tend to be made from. This from a man prittes for the quality of his instruments.

In the industry we all know that the prices that we @rrently paying for these instruments can only go one
way, and that is of course UP. As China becomes maadarte on the world stage, and its people demand
higher wages, we will inevitably see large price hikes, hatidomes on top of the increases of last year
from the collapse of the UK pound, which one must sesni really seen much of an improvement. Add to
that the cost of shipping all the way from China, whidtinsthe environmental taxes that are either being or
will be imposed, my guess is that over the next fewsya& could be looking at a doubling of prices.

To this end, and as an incentive to enable players to upgeéate these price rises, we have increased our
stock of Quality Chinese Instruments and bows to unprecégdidevels. To us they are a better investment
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Anyway what this is leading up to is a bit of an amazirigrpfvhich | cannot see that we will
ever be able to repeat.

From now and until Christmas 2009 we are going toidcount ALL of our Quality
Violins and Cellos and_ALL Instrument Bows by 10% YES TEN PERCENT!!

There are obviously conditions to this; when we say @udlolins and Cellos, this covers New Violins in the
Price Range £300 to £2000; £1000 to £4000 with New Cellos, and Alcunmestit bows in the price range £300
and up. As we have around 400 violins and about 450 bows in ttésrprige alone, we should be able to help
most looking for an upgrade. There is also a good seleatigood Old Instruments, which we will be able to
offer some kind of discounts on, although the amount depantise instrument chosen.

As you all know ALL of our instruments are Luthier set-sp,you can be sure that they are as good, if not bettel
than other Violin shops. We spare no blushes in beingtaldeomote our Luthiers as being the best. As a
member of the BBC Symphony Orchestra said after olésqfurchases of a Quality Chinese Instrument; “you
never let me down, yet another superb instrument’ Higisgpiadeed from a Professional player. In fact when h
had an accident recently when he tripped over an unpedteable in the Albert Hall, smashing his violin, he
was eternally grateful that it was a new Chinese ingniiymot his irreplaceable Italian Master Instrumeiat.
came down, tried another of the same make, and wentawappy man. Fortunately his arm is healing well and
has not affected his playinBlease quote “SPECIAL INSTRUMENT WEB OFFER” when phonisg

Regrettably as there are so many permutations of sthkéMialas we are unable to carry such a comprehensive
stock of these, so the offer cannot extend to thethpan Bass stock is restricted due to space limitationsf but
you are interested in any of these instruments, calhdg$ am sure that we can do something to assist.

| am sorry that we can't really extend this offerhie tess expensive violins, cellos and bows, as we Hisaalst
held the prices of many of those to encourage new playetsut on their journey with these fascinating
instruments. We have of course amazingly large stocksesé as well and at a price that will not continter af
1% January 2010.

Remember that we are always pleased to welcome yoyi@oit our instruments in our trying out rooms, but
please, during this busy period in particular, please pbeftge coming to ensure that we can accommodate yoL
at the time you require. We like to be able to give youfwllattention. We will also try to be available oonse
Saturdays, but this is STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT.

As on January®1VAT again reverts to 17%% not only will this special disaobe finished, but all prices will t
going up 2%2% guaranteed. There is nothing we can do absatntay | suggest that there is no better time to
upgrade than now. Whatever you buy will be an investreétit,a better potential to increase in value than
money in the Bank. We will of course consider part excfes, but we always reserve the right to decline if we
feel that we have enough instruments in that price radfeourse if your previous instrument came from us,
then we will of course honour our usual part exchange gigesin

We are being frequently asked when we intend formallgsetng our mail Order Catalogue, and | regret to say,
still not for a while, certainly not until we can seer®e end to the price fluctuations. We have been advising for
some time, that to re-issue our catalogue until thesense economic stability would be crazy, regrettablyafiot
companies think like us, so inevitably any new printed catalolgitte®y the streets will be incorrect before you
even receive them! As always our Updated Draft Catalogyaedilable to download, and print out if you so w
and we will of course always try to keep it up to datel, ia any case honour any prices listed there or on the
Website itself, which should be always current.

During the Postal dispute, we are trying to ensure that grders still arrive in good time. We have various
schemes in operation, which we can offer depending iivisayou order. Please ask therefore if your order is
urgent, and we will work out the best option to ensuaé ybu get your order the next day.
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